
President Toy called the meeting to ordet at9:45 a.m. on Thursday, Novembet 19,2009 at the State Bar of
Michigan

Commissioners Dresent:
D¿nielle Mason Andetson Maureen M. McGinnis
Lod A. Buiteweg Hon. \ùTilliam B. Muphy
B. D. "Chris" Christenson
MargatetA. Costello
Bruce A. Courtade, Sectetary
Richatd L. Cunningham
Brian D. Einhorn, Treasuret

James N. Ethart
Robert I{. Fergan
StephenJ. Gobbo
'W. Anthony Jenkins, President -Elect
Eliz¿beth M. Johnson Laurin' C. Roberts Thomas
David A. I(allman Chades R. Toy, Ptesident
Donald E. McGinnis,Jr. Gregory L. Ul¡ich

Commissioners absent and excused:

Commissioners David R. Btake, Elias J. Escobedo,Jt., Vice PtesidentJulie I. Fershtman, MichaelJ. Riordan,
and l(utt E. SchneÞ wete absent and excused.

State Bar Staff Dresent:

Janet Welch, Executive Ditectot
Margaret Bossenbery, Executive Coordinator
Nancy Brown, Director, Member Services and Commutucaüons
Gregory Conyers, Diversity Director
Candace Crowley, Extetnal Development Directot
Michelle Erskine, Research Assistant
Dawn Evans, Director, Professional Standards
Cliff Flood, General Counsel
Mary Frook, Human Resources Director
Danon Goo drum-G aÃand, Pro fes sional Standards Inves tigative C ouns el
Brian Hildreth, Database Adminis trator

James Flotsch, Ditectot, Finance and Administration
Elizabeth Lyon, Governmental Relations Di-rector
Samantha Meinke, Media Specialist
Naseem Stecker, Media and Communications Division Manager
I(ari Thrush, Member Services and Events Manager
Anne Vrooman, Reseatch and Development Director
Nkrumah Johnson-Wynn, Professional Standards Service Counsel

Guestlsì:
Lioda Rexer, Executive Director, Michigan State Bar Foundation

Mwurns oF TIIE Bolno oF CoMMIssIoNERs

Lambto Niforos
Lawrence P. Nolan
David A. Perkins
Victoria A. Radke
Donald G. Rockwell
Thomas C. Rombach
fuchardJ. Sitiani
Angelique Sttong Matks

Julie 4.. Sullivan
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Consent Agenda
Minutes
The Boatd received the minutes ftorn both of the September 16, 2009 Boatd of Cornmissioners meetings and
tlre t¡inutes from the Septembet 8, Septembet 23, September 29, and October 13,2009 Executive Committee
meetlngs.

President's Repott, Chades R. Toy, President
The Board received a written report on the President's recent acüv1tles.

Executive Ditectot's ReportrJanet I( \Øelch, Executive Director
The Board teceived a v/ritten report on the Executive Director's recent activities.

Acting Directorts Renort. Dawn M. ,Evans

The Bo¿td received â v/ritten report on the Acting Executive Director's recent activities.

Finance, Bruce,\. Courtade, Chafuperson
Tlre Board received the Financial Reports thtough Septembet 30,2009 and the Financial Safety Margin
Calculation.

Professional Standards, Julie I. Fershrman, Chairpetson
The Board received the Client Protection Fund Claims.

Section Bylaw Amendments, Candace Crowley, External Development Dfuector
The Board received section bylaw amendments from the A.lternative Dispute Resolution, Envir:onmental
Law, Insurance & Indemniq, Law, Negligence Law, and the Real Property Law Sections.

Ä rrrotion was offered, supported, and carried, to approve the consent agenda.

COMMISSIONER COMMITTEES

Finance. Brian D. Einhorn
Mt. Einhorn provided the Board with a financial and investment update.

Audit Committee,Brian D. Einhorn
Mr. Einhorn provided the Board with an update on the activities of the Audit Committee.

Professional Standards. Bruce A. Courtade, Chairperson
Chatacter and Fitness Committee Recommendations
Mt. Courtade offered a motion to approve the Disttict Character and Fitness Committee Appointrnents for
Districts A - G and District I as distdbuted. Motion supported and carried. Commissioner Radke abstained.

Mr. Couttade offeted a motion to approve the District Character and Fitness Committee Appointments for
District H as amended. Motion supported and carried.

Ptograr¡¡.s and Settices.Julie I. Fershtman, Chairperson
In Ms. Fetshtman's absence, Ms. Sullivan offered a motion to adopt a proposal from the Program and Services
committee to add Fedetal Exptess as a new membership service. The motiån u/as supported and carried.

Ms. Thrush reviewed the sBM Annual meeting event summary with the Board.
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Public Policl', Image and Identitv, W. AnthonyJenkins, Chairperson
The Commissionets wete ptovided wrth a report from Governmental Consultant Sewices, Inc.

Tlre Commissioners were informed that it is anticipated that on Decembet 14,2009 a federal and state hearing
will be held in Detroit at \)Øayne State University Laws School regarding Public Defense legislation.

The Commlssionets were provided with an update on the legislation surrounding Sales tax on Legal Services.

Michigan Court Rules
There were no action items.

Legrslation
Mr. Jenkins teported on the following legislation:

tsIB 5176 - 5179
Motion was offeted, supported and caried to support these bills.

HB 5318
Motion was offered, supported and carded to support this bill

sB 0719
Motion offered, supported and carded to support this bill

LEADERSHIP REPORTS

President's Repoft. Chades R. Tov. President
Mr. Toy acknowledged Ms. Welch's presence at the meetng.

Mr. Toy provided the commissionets with a brief update on the activities of the Judicial Crossroads Task Force.

Mr. Toy indicated that he will present a State of the State Bar address at the luncheon meeting with the Michigan
Supteme Cout later today.

Mr. Toy recognized and thanked everyone who assisted with the Upper Peninsula tour.

Mt. Toy informed the Board that he will appoint a committee to work on reappottionment and if any board
member would like to be appointed to that committee to contact him.

Executive Ditector's Repott.Janet I( Welch, Executive Director
Judicial Crossroads Task Force
Ms. Welch provided the Boatd with additional infotmation regarding theJudicial Crossroads Task Force and
informed the boatd that the four of the five committees had been appointed and were beginning to meet. She
indicated that the boatd would be kept informed of the ptogress of the Task Force but not be directly involved
in the decision making process because they would be the body that reviewed and accepted the Frnal report in
2010

Acting Director's Report. Dawn M. Evans, ,tcting Executive Director
Supreme Court Update
Ms. Evans provided the Board v¡ith a Supreme Court Update. She indicated rhat at the most recent
administrative hearing the coutt discussed the I(atrina Rule and passed on deciding on the TAON rule.
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Ms. Evans informed the Board that the Court decided to adopted Alternate C in the Judrcial Recusal Issue
package. She said that Alternate C was most like what the SBM tecommended.

Staff Uodate
Ms. Evans deferred to Ms. Stecker to introduce Ms. Samatha Meinke, Media Specialist to the Boatd.
Ms. Evans deferred to Ms. Vtooman to inttoduce Ms. Michelle Etskine, Research Assistant to the Board.

ReÞtesentative Assemblv Reoott. Ehzabeth M. Iohnson. Chairoerson
Ms. Johnson provided the Boatd with a report on the activities of the Representative Âssembly. She expressed
her appreciation to everTone who w¿s involved in planning the UP tour.

Ms. Johnson rndicated that nominations for the Michael Franck 
^wald 

arc being sought and that they are due
prior to the rnarch RA meeting.

Ms. Johnson indicated to the Boatd that the RA will be involved in the reapportionment process and that there is
a chance that there may be changes to the seats.

ArnericanBar Association (ABA,I Report. Regrnald Turner. State Delegate
In Mr. Turnet's absence, Mr. Jenkins and Ms. Welch provided the Board with information regarding the mid-
wintet confetence in February and infotmed the Board that the ABA Executive Director had resþed and a

search fot a new Director is underway.

Young Lawyers Section Repot, Danielle Mason Anderson, Chafuperson
Ms. Andetson provided the Board with a written and verbal report on the Young Lawyers Section activities.

Comments or questions ftom Commissioners
There were none.

Comments or ouestions from the nublic
Thete wete none.

Tlre Boatd went into an Executive Session at 11:20 a.m. The Board v/ent into regular session at 1,1,:30 a.m.

Adiournment
The meeting was adjoutned at 1,'1,:40 a.m. and the Board left to attend a meeting v¡ith the members of the
Michigan Supreme Coutt at the Hall ofJustice.


