
State
Bar of
lllichigan

Presiclent Courtade callecl the meeting to order at B:30 â.1r1. o1r ¡l¡id21r,June 14,2013 at thc Grancl IIotcl in
the Grancl Pavilion Room.

Corntnissiotrcrs t)rcscnt:
I(athleen lvl. .\llen
Dennis lvl. Barnes
David R. Brake
RobertJ. Buchanau
I-ori ,4,. Buiteweg, Secretaty
Margatet '\. Costello
Ilruce A. Courtade, President
lùchard L. Cunoingharn
Brian D. Einhorn, Ptesident-Elect l-Iope V. Shoveirr Gr¡zit'ti
Flon,James N. Erh¿rt RichatdJ. Siriani
D. Randall GiLnet Julie À. Sullivan
StephenJ. Gol¡bo Gregory L. Ulrich

Jerlnifer M. Grieco Dana M. Warnez
Eclward L. I-Iaroutunian Vanessa Peterson Williarns

Commissioners ¡\bsen t ancl Excused
Felicia O. Johnson, Jules B. Olsman and Colleen Peto were absent and excused.

State Bar Staff Drcsent:

Janet Welch, Executive Ditector
Marge Bossenbery, Executive Coordinatot
Gregorl' Conl'et5, Dilector, Divetsity
Cand¿ce Ctorvley, Director, External Development
Peter Currningharn, Ditector, Governmental Relations
Dawn Evans, Ditector, Professional St¿ndards
Cliff Flood, General Counsel

Jarnes I-Iorsch, Director, Finance and Adrninistration
Lynn lugratn, Program Developrnent ¿nd Cornmunications Manager
Robett Mathls, Pro Bono Seryice Counsel
Samatha Meinke, Communications Specialist
I(ati Thrush, Member Serwices ¿nd Events Manager
Anne Vrooman, Directot, Research and Development

Guests
Lynn P. Chard, Executive Director, Institute for Continuing Eclucarion
Ron I(eefe, Fotmet President of the State Bar of lVlichgan
Marilyn l(eefe
Chades -fo1,, fjotmet Ptesident of the State Bat of Michigan
NIaq, Elle¡ Je1'
Nell l(uhnrnuench, Govenrmental Consultant Sen'ices

Consent Asenda
Tlre Board teceived the minutes from tire Apùl 26,2013 Boañ of Commissionets meeting and the -A.pril 15,
201,3 artd the Ma1' 14,2013 Executive Con-rmittee tnee íngs.

The Board received a list of the SBM President's recent acbvtttes.

Mnvurps oF'rHE Boano oF CoMMrssroNERs

Charles S. I-legatt1,
C. Thornas Ludclen
Maureen NI. NlcGinnis
I-a.nvreuce P. Noian,'Iteasurer
I Ion. lvlichael J. IUorclan
Btandl, Y. Ilobi¡son
Donald G. Iìoclirvell
Thomas C. Rombach, \rice Presiclent
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The Board received a list of the SBM Executive Director's f ecent acúvities.

Tlre Board received the FY 201.3 Financial Reports through r\pL-il 2013.

The Bo¿rd received the SBM Retirement Plans Report.

The Board received the Access to Board and comrnittee Meetings policy.

The Board received the Litigation Status Repot.

À motion was offered and supported to approve the consent agenda. The motion was acloptecl.

Mr. courtade introcluced former SBM President's Ron I(eefe and chades To¡,

KELLER PRESENTATION

Ms. Welch ptovided the Board w'ith ¿ presentation about the l(eller decision and its impl-ications for SBM public
policy decision-making.

COMMISSIONER COMMITTEES

Finance, Lawrence P. Nolan, Chairperson
FY20'[3 Financial and Investment Update
Mr. Nolan presented the Board with a trY 201,3 hnancial and investment update.

Professional Standards. Lori A. Buiteweg, Chairperson
There was no report.

Programs and Services. Thomas C. Rombach, Chairpetson
Annu¿l Meeting 2017 and 2019 Loca¡on
,4. motion was offered and supported to hold tbe 2017 Annual Meeting ar the Cobo Center in Detroit v¡ith
ovemight accommodations at the Crowne Plaza Convention Center Flotel. The rnotion rvas adopted.

A rnotion was offered and supported to hold tbe 2019,\nnual rneeting at the Suburban Showplace in Novi. The
motion was adopted. Commissioners Costello, Haroutunian, Robinson and Williams abstained.

Enhanced Dir'ectorv
Mr' Rombach discussed the proposed beneltt to SBM members that would allow rnembeÍs to add their own
"Extended PtoFrle" to the listing that appears on our public michbat.org website. This is a voluntary service and
members would receive this addiuonal benefit ftee if they opt out of receiving a paper copy of the úar directorT.
A motion was offeted and suppotted to adopt this proposal. The motion -n. náopt.a. 

^

Public Polic!¡. Image and Identitv. Brian D. Einhorn, Chairperson
The Board received a written report fromJustice Initiatives.

Mr. Courtade infotmed the Board that the indigent crimin¿l defense legislauon passed in both the Flouse and the
Senate.
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Couseut Á.rtencla....-
SB 0325 Childten; abduction; uniform child abduction ptevention act; creare. Creates new act.
À tnotiou offeted and supportecl to suppott this legislation. The rnotion was acloptecl
The consent agenda was approved.

Court Rulcs Prolrosals
ADM File No. 2011-26 - Proposed Amendment of Rule 2.403 of the Michigarr Court Rules
The proposed amendment of MCR 2.403(OX8) rvould add a reference ro a motion for rehearing ot
recotrsidetation (consistent with the Court of '\ppeals opinion in Nleernic Ins Co v DTE E¡etgy Co,292Mic¡t
App 278 1201I]), as rvell as a reference to other postjudgrnent rnotions to toll the periocl of tinrã in r.vhich a paÍry
rnay Ftle â reqlrest for case-evaluation sanctions.
A rnotion rvas offeted ancl suppotted to adopt tl-re positions of the Civi Proceclure a¡cl Co¡rts Cornmittee. The
rnotion was adopted.

ADM File No. 20ll-31, - Ptoposed Amendment of Rules 7 .L05,7 .711 and,7 .205 of the Michigan Coutt
Rules
The propose d changes would pennit the Frling of a reply brief in suppoït of an appl,ication for leave to appeal in
the circuit cotttt and the Coutt of Àppeals. The ptoposed changes were submittecl by the r\ppellat" pra.'tice
Section of the State Bar of Micl-rigan.
,\ motion was offeted and supported to support this arnendment. The rnotion was adoptecl.

ADM File No. 2012-02 - Proposed Amendment of Rule 2.302 of tlne Michigan Court Rules
In adclition to provicling rninot technical changes, the ptoposed ar¡encLrents of MCR 2.302 lvoulcl clari$, that
discovety-only deposrtions rnay be taken only by stipulation or court orcler. The anle¡drrre¡t rvor-rld also i-equite
that the stipulation ot ordet explaìn how the costs of this type of deposition are to be allocated. These propor"d
¿mendrnents wete subt¡itted by the State Bar of Michigan Reptesenrative Àssernbly.
A motion was offeted and suppotted to support this ar¡endment. The rnotion rvas acloptecl.

ADM File No' 2012-04 - Proposed Amendment of Rule 3.218 of the Michigan Couft Rules
Tllese ptoposed amendments would codify state aud federal statutory arrd regulatio¡ tevisio¡s that have
occulred in tire last decade, and would add specifrcity and detail to the existing language in MCR 3.218.
3,967,3.974,3.977 lL-¡d 5.402 of the Michigan Court Rules
¡\ rnotion rvas offered and supported to support this amendment. The motion r.vas adopted.

ADM File No. 2013-02 - Amendments of Rules 3.002, 3.800, 3.802,3.807, 3.903, 3.905, 3.g20,3.921, 3.935,
3.967,3.963, 3.965,3.967,3.974,3.977, and. 5.402 of the Michigan Court Rules
This proposal incotpotates ptovisions of the newly enacted Michigan Indian Farnily Preserwation Act irrto
specific provisions within various rules telating to child protective ptoceedings and juyenile status offenses.
¡\ motion w¿s offeted and supported to support these arnerrdtr-rents. The rnotion rvas aclopted.

Legislation
HB 4083 porl) Law enfotcer¡ent; other; Michigan clime stoppers âct; creâte, and provide for cr.iminal

^ssessments 
to fund crime stoppet activities. Creates new âct.

A trrotiou was offered and suppotted to oppose this legislation. The rnotion r.vas adopted.

HB 4570 (Cotter) Coutts; juties; eligibility to postpone jury service of srudents; expancl to include ftill-rfu11e
lriglrer education students under certain circumstarrces. Amends sec. 1335 of 1961 pA236
À rrotiotr was offeted and supported to support this legìslation. The motion rvas adopted.
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HB 4583 flohuson) Children; parental rights; immccliatc tcnnination of parental rights a¡cl yisirarior-r tights for
Pârcllt or legal guardian LtPon selltencing fot crirninal sexual cond¡ct or other scx crirnes; allorv. ,\rnerã, ....
191r, clr. XIL\ of 1939 PA 2Bs (MCL 712t\.191). HB 4584 (f ohr-rson) Fan-ril;,larv; patc.ting rìrne; imnrccliarc
tcrtniuation of a grarrdpatetrting time ordcr upolr selltelrcing for ccrtain criminal sexual co¡clnct; allorv. r\rnc'cls
sec. 7b of 1.970 PÄ 91 (IVICL 722.27b).
A motion rvas offered and suppotted to oppose thesc pieces of legislation. Tl-re rnotion rvas acloptccl.

HB 4704 Q)ettalia) Countics; hnarrcing; challenging an approvecl buclget; clarify. ¿\me¡c1s sccs. 16 & 18 of 1968
P;\ 2 (NICI- 141.436 & 141,438).
Ä lnotion rvas offered ancl supported to oppose this legilation. 'fhe rnotiorr rvas aclopted.

LEADERSHIP REPORTS

Presidentts Repoft. Brr-rce A. Couttade, President
Mr. Cottttacle teported on solrre of his activitics since the last Boarcl mecting.

2013 lloard Officcr Elccrion Update
Mr. Couttade reported that there are ltve candidates rvho sul¡rlittcd n-raterials to rlur for thc ofFrce of 'I'reaslrrer
of the State Bat. Those caudidates are: Cotntnissionets llarnes, Grieco, Sitiarri, lìockrvell, a¡cl Ulrich. -fhe Board
discr-lssecl optious fot voting in the event that no cancliclate receives a rnajoriq, on the lrst ballot. ,\¡ email r.vill be
sent to tl-re Comrnissiouers to vote on optious, so that the procedure forvotingis hnor.vn in aclva¡ce of theJu\,
meeí119.

Malpr¿cticc Insnr¿ncc Tail Coveragg
Mt. Cotlrtade iufottned the Board that the staff is collectingrnaterials regatcling n-ralpractice i¡s¡-rrauce tail
coveragc and that an etnail soliciting rnembets to wotk on the r.vorhgroup on this ite¡-r r.vill take place soon.

Executive Directotts Repott. Janet I(. Welch, Executive Director
trY 2014 Prelirninar] Budget ¿rrd I(ev Budget Àssurnptions
Mt. Ilorsh preseuted the FY 2014 PreltrninaÐ, B¡jgs¡ ancl I{e¡' Buclget assumpúons rvith the lloarci.

201. 3 Awarcls Committee Recomrnendat_ions
The Boatcl received the non-rin¿tion of l(urt E. Schnelz for the Roberts P. I-Iudson ¡\rvarcl, Dorrna'f. Nlords for
the FrankJ. I{elley Distinguished Pul¡lic Serwice Arvard, Engene Driker, Valerie R. Nervrnan, Nlichele L.
Ilalloran, Atrn L. Routt, and A I{ay Stanheld Spìnks for the Champion ofJustice Awarcl, lllizabeth ¡\. I(itchen-
Ttoop for the I(irn Cahill Bar Leadershrp Awatd, James J. 

\Mrite for the Jol-rr-r W. Re ecl Michigan Lar,4,s¡ Legacy
r\rvard and Marge Palmerlee for the Ltbetty Bell Award. r\ rnotion r.vas offerecl ancl support.á to nlrpr-o.,e tlie '
recommerrdations of the SBM Arvard Committee. The rnotion rvas aclopted.

2013 John W. Cumrriske)' r\ward Nominee
The Boatd received the nomination of Robett Mossel fot the John W. Curnmishe), ¡\rvarci. A rnotion rvas
offered ancl supported to apptove the tecommendation of thc Pro Bono Initiative. The rnotio¡ rvas aclopted.

2013 SBM Elccúon Uodate

-

Ms. Bossenbety reported that of the approxinatel)¡ 40,000 active rner¡bets elìgrble ro câst a ballot, 6,900 have
voted. One more reniudet will be seltt to all eligible rnernbers rvho have rrot yet votecl.
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S ta tc O fFrcers Cornpens a riorr Cornrni ttee (S OCC)
Ms. Wclch rePorted to the Board that the State Officcrs Cornpensation Cornn-rittec (SOCC) ¡ct aucl that the
SBM, consistcnt with Pâst Praclice of suppott fot reasonable increascs in juclicial compcnsatio¡, ptoyiclccl a lctter
slrpporting the tecotnmendation of the State Cor¡tt ¡\dministrative OfFrce (SCr\O) forl bacli-ro-bacli i'cteascs oI
3u/o. The SBM has been on record in support of judicial cornpensation incLcascs, and it has l¡ee1 13
)¡ears since the last increase. The or-rtcome of the meeting is that the SOCC reco¡rrnc¡cled a one-time 3%o
iucrease to the salarl' of the met¡bets of the judicial l¡tanch ancl that tl-rc ptoposal is norv bcfore t6e Lcgislah,rre.

20 I 3 lìcbrLrarv Bar Esarn
Ms. Welch ptovidecl the Boatd wìth infortnation regarding the 2013 Febr¡ar1, Bat llxa6. NIs. \Xielch inforrnecl
ll-re Boarcl that the conversation be lweeu the Board of Larv Examinets (I3LE) ancl the Larv School Dearis
contiuttes aud an executive clitectot has been l-rfued for the BLE. Thc BLE has not had an executi'c clitectot
before.

Indigent Clirninal l)efensc Updatc
Ms' Welch told the Roard that it is anticipatecl that the legislation will be sig¡ecl b), tl-r" go\¡erlror and that this is
all enorllloLrs step for-watd and that the lrext step will be hghting for funding.

Representative Assemblv (RA) Repot, Dana lvl. wamez, chairperson
2013 R-A ¡\rvatds
Ms. Warlrez rePotted that the Reptesentative -A.ssembly's 2013 r{,rvards Cornmittee approvecl tl-te2013 Unsu'g
I-lero Arvard be ptesented to Jarnes Breuner and Elizab :th stafford arrd that the 2013 Michael Francli r\rvarclite
ptesentecl posthurrrously to Marq, I(rohner.

Norninations for 2013-2014 RA Clerk
Ms. Watnez repotted that the deaclline for RA rnernbers to subrnit their interest in the position of Clerk of the
RA is July 26.

NIs. Wamez reported she h¿s been working wrth Mr. Couttade, lvL-. Con1.ers, lVIs. Vrooman, ancl rner¡bets of the
Divetsity and luclusion Cor¡mittee to develop a srnall sulve)¡ to be sent to RA mer¡bers for theit input on their
paths to leadership.

American Bar Association (ABA) Report
The Board will receive a Íeport ar the July rneeting.

Young Lawyers Section Report (YLS). Fel-icia o. Joh.so., chairperso'r
In Ms' Johnson's abseuce, Ms. Shovein ptovided the Board with an upclate on the activities of the yo¡ng
Lalvyers Section.

Comments from Commissioners
Mt. Flegarry reminded the Board ¿l¡out the gathering he and his rvlfe ate hosting at their horle o¡ the Island on
Satutda¡', Jurre 15.

Mt. Ulnch tecognized the day as Flag Day.

Adiournment
The meetirg rvas adjoutned at 12:00 p.rn.


